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Library Solenog 


NEW LIBRARY BUILDINGS 


The new Hazlehurst Public Library, pictured on the cover, has been 
completed and will be open for service as soon as the new furniture 14 
arrives. The building is approximately 50 by 40 feet with adjoining garage ~yo_ | 
and storage room which adds additional length to the building. The zront 
room, 50 by 30 feet, will serve as the reading room and will house the 
main part of the book collection, the charging desk, tables and chairs. 
There is another room 30 by 30 feet, which will be used for the children’s 
room. There is a large work room, with running water and spacious wall 
cabinets between the front room and the garage, where the bookmobile is 
serviced. Adequate washroom facilities are also provided. The interior 
walls are plastered and painted a very pleasing shade of soft green with 
light oak woodwork. The exterior is red brick with white wood trim. 


This is a very attractive small library building, adequate for service 
to the town of Hazlehurst and Copiah County. 


er Nn eC 


1 The building is an example of what may be accomplished through an 
enterprising library board and citizens who want good things for their 
2 community. Miss Elizabeth Wise, Chairman of the Library Board, de- 
3 serves special mention for her continuous and enthusiastic efforts to 
make the building possible. It was through the efforts of the library board 
that an initial amount of $12,500 was secured from the George Covington 
family. Additional contributions were made by interested citizens, making 
3 a total of approximately $20,000 cost of the building with an additional 
$3,000 for new furniture. The building was erected on a cost basis and 
cannot be duplicated in other communities unless they are as fortunate 
4 as this library was in having interested friends give materials and labor 
below the market value. 





We look forward to the opening of this, the newest public library 
5 building in the state. 


6 The Copiah County Library Board is willing to share their building 
experience, and perhaps the blueprints, with others. Write Miss Elizabeth 

6 Wise, Hazlehurst, Mississippi. 

6 The Canton public library will soon have a new home. Architect’s 


plans have been approved and funds secured for the erection of a com- 
munity building, one wing of which will be the public library. This will 
give the library much needed space for more efficient operation. The 
Library Commission has been called on to advise with the library board 
and architect in planning the library. The architect has made several 
visits to the Library Comission to discuss the floor plan, arrangements 
and furnishings for the new library. 


The building will have a separate entrance for the library and space 
is provided for reading rooms for adults and children. work room and 
outside entrance for bookmobile service. 







This ground-floor library will be a great improvement over the 
present crowded upstairs library in an office building. 
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The Hinds County Library, Raymond, has recently moved to the new 
county building which is a wing of the county courthouse. The new 
quarters are very attractive with the new furniture and equipment. The 
building is on the ground floor and provides reading rooms for adults and 
children, adequate stack space work rooms and librarian’s office. There 
is also a drive-in and loading shed for the bookmobile. 


LIBRARY LEGISLATION 


The 1950 session of the state legislature enacted legislation which, 
generally speaking, is beneficial to libraries in the state. It was difficult 
to put through some bills. Some that were introduced failed altogether 
and others were considerably amended, but on the whole the bills passed 
represent progressive legislation and make possible a better library 
program for the state. The library committees both in the House and the 
Senate worked diligently for the legislation that was recommended by 
the Mississippi Library Survey, the Mississippi Library Association and 
the Citizen’s Library Movement. But for the loyal support of these pro- 
fessional and citizen groups the story might have been a much sadder 
one. The bills that were passed are the result of faithful, persistent plug- 
ging on the part of those who are interested. The “never say die” spirit 
was evident among librarians and others who knew how much this 
legislation is needed. Members of the House Library Committee who 
deserve special recognition are: Mr. George Howell, Chairman, Monroe 
County; Mr. Brinkley Morton, Tate County; Mr. Phillip E. Mullens, 
Lafayette County; Mrs. Zelma Price, Washington County; Mrs. Mary 
McGehee, Wilkinson County. House Bill 212, given below, carried the 
names of these committee members and House Bill 120 has these names 
with the additional names of Mr. Boyce Holleman, Stone County and 
Mr. Walter Bridgforth, Yazoo County. The Senate Library Committee 
members are: Senator John Rundle, Grenada County; Senator Duel 
Price , Jefferson Davis County; Senator J. C. Smith, Jasper County. 


This committee really did a magnificent service for libraries when 
they and other Senate friends fought down opposition to H. B. 212 
Proposed legislation followed the recommendations of the Mississippi 
Library Survey, which is considered a guide post in library planning 
for the state. 


Although the biennial appropriation made to the Library Commission 
was far less than the amount requested, funds appropriated for the next 
biennium show an increase of $19,300.00 over the present biennium, with 
$8,750.00 to be used exclusively for library service to negroes. 


The Library Commission requested for the 1950-1952 Biennium: 





For—Library Commission Support $ 70,000.00 
For—Library Extension 320,000.00 






$390,000.00 
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The above designation of terms and division of funds was established 
by the Appropriations Committee of 1948. Of the latter funds ($320,000- 
00) the request included: $60,000.00 for Library Demonstrations; $35,000.- 
00 for library scholarships and in-service training; $100,000.00 cash grants 
to libraries and books for state bookmobile; $100,000.00 for library 
service to negroes. 


The text of the appropriation bill as passed: 
By: Messrs. Swango, Williams (Pike) 
and Holmes 


HOUSE BILL NO. 772 


AN ACT making an appropriation for the support and maintenance of 
the State Library Commission for the fiscal year 1950 and 1951. 


Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Mississippi: 


Section 1. That the sum of one hundred nine thousand, three hundred 
ninety dollars ($109,390.00) or so much thereof may be necessary, be and 
the same is hereby appropriated, out of any money in the state treasury 
not otherwise appropriated, for use by the state library commission for 
the following purposes: 


For the support and maintenance of the state library com- 
mission for the fiscal years 1950 and 1951, beginning July 


1, 1950 and ending June 30, 1952 _. iad ___........ $54,500.00 
*For the purposes of carrying out the r provisions 3s of chapter 
143, laws of 1940, and any amendments thereto...» $54,890.00 


Provided, however, that eight thousand seven hundred fifty dollars 
($8,750.00) of the sum of fifty four thousand, eight hundred ninety 
dollars ($54,890.00) appropriated above, shall be used exclusively in the 
purchase of books for the use of the colored race, and for supplies, equip- 
ment and bookshelves for said books. Provided further, however, that 
such books, supplies and equipment shall be housed in the quarters of the 
state library commission in the Woolfolk State Office Building, and shall 
be distributed in like manner as such other books now under the control 
of said commission. 


Provided, that all the expenses of administrating the fund herein 
appropriated for the purposes of carrying out the provisions of chapter 
143, laws of 1940, shall be paid from the funds herein appropriated for 
the support and maintenance of the state library commission. 


Section 2. That the money herein appropriated shall be paid by the 
state treasurer, out of any money in the state treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, upon warrants issued by the state auditor of public ac- 
counts; and the said auditor shall issue his warrant upon requisition 
signed by the proper person, officer or officers, in the manner provided 
by law. 
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Section 3. That this act take effect and be in force from and after its 
passage. 


*“Chapter 143, laws of 1940”, as referred to above is now Sect. 6213, 
code 1942 which was an amendment of Sect. 5391 of the Mississippi Code 
of 1930. This amendment added the following under Duties of Commis- 
sion: “and to establish county and regional libraries and to use any funds, 
separate and apart from the general Library Commission fund, which 
might come into its custody from any source, for such purpose, and for 
the purpose of establishing, stimulating, increasing, improving and 
equalizing library service in the various counties within the state, under 
such rules for safekeeping, preservation, care, handling of the books and 
allocation of funds as may be fixed by said Commission. 


By Senate Bill No. 663 an appropriation of $4,000.00 was made for the 
purpose of purchasing furniture for the Library Commission. 


The Library Commission Reorganization Bill, as passed: 
HOUSE BILL NO. 212 


AN ACT relative to the designation of the present, existing state library 
commission as the Mississippi Library Commission, declaring all 
property, books, effects and assets of the state library commission to 
be the property, books, effects and assets of the Mississippi Library 
Commission; providing for a board of commissioners of said Missis- 
sippi Library Commission and prescribing the qualifications, mode of 
selection and appointment, and terms of office of the members, and 
the powers and authority of the board and authorizing the said board 
to organize, elect officers and hold meetings at the headquarters of 
the Mississippi Library Commission or elsewhere as agreed by the 
board, and at such times as may be necessary to transact the business 
of the Mississippi Library Commission; and to create the office of 












director of the Mississippi Library Commission and prescribing the 
qualifications, mode of selection, term of office, powers and authority 
of such officer, and transferring all functions, powers and authority 
of the state library commission conferred by chapter 180, laws of 
1926, and subsequent laws to, and vesting the same in the Mississippi 
Library Commission, and its board of commissioners, and repealing 
all laws or parts of laws contrary to or in conflict herewith. 










Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Mississippi: 






Section 1. That the present State Library Commission shall hereafter 
be designated and known as the Mississippi Library Commission. 











Secticn 2. That there is hereby created a Board of Commissioners of 
the Mississippi Library Commission to be composed of five members 
appointed by the Governor with overlapping terms, the members of the 
first board to be appointed one for one year, one for two years, one for 
three years, one for four years, one for five years, and their successors 
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each to be appointed for five year terms, each member to serve until his 
successor is appointed. Two members shall be appointed by the Governor 
from the state at large. Two members shall be appointed by the Governor 
from a list of not less than six names submitted by the Mississippi Library 
Association, one of whom shall be a librarian who is a graduate of a 
library school accredited by the American Library Association and active- 
ly engaged in full time library work at the time of the appointment and 
one of whom shall be, at time of the appointment, a member of a legally 
organized Board of Trustees of a Mississippi free public library; and one 
member shall be the president of the Mississippi Federation of Women’s 
Clubs, or a member of said federation recommended by her and which 
federation member shall, when appointed, serve a full term as herein 
provided for members to serve under a staggering term basis, and the 
successor to said federation member shall be the president of said fede- 
ration then serving, or a member of said federation recommended by her, 
when the term of said federation member shall expire; and after the 
appointment of a federation member to said board and when her term as 
a member thereof shall expire, each succeeding member of said federation 
who becomes a member of said board shall serve a full term under the 
provisions of this act. Vacancies created by resignation shall be filled 
by appointment for the unexpired term. 


Section 3. Within thirty days after the selection and appointment of 
the first Board of Commissioners the members shall meet at the head- 
quarters of the Mississippi Library Commission in Jackson, Mississippi, 
and organize, setting up such policies as are deemed necessary and not 
inconsistent with this act. They shall elect annually from their member- 
ship a chairman and a secretary. 


Section 4. The Board of Library Commissioners shall elect a director 
whose term of office shall be for a period of four years, unless, for good 
cause shown, the Board of Library Commissioners removes said director. 


Section 5. The director shall be chosen outside the membership of the 
Board of Library Commissioners, shall be a trained, experienced librarian 
holding a degree from a college or university of recognized standing, 
have completed the required course covered in a school of library service 
accredited by the American Library Association and having had at least 
two years’ experience as an administrative librarian or director of a 
state or public library. The director shall keep an accurate record of all 
accounts and financial transactions of the Board; shall have charge of 
organizing new libraries and directing library development in the State, 
so as to give and furnish every citizen and resident of the State free 
library service of the highest quality consistent with modern methods 
and as may be justified by financial and economic conditions, and have 
all general administrative duties incident to carrying on the work of the 
Mississippi Library Commission. All necessary and actual traveling 
expenses incurred by members of the Mississippi Library Commission, 
and by the director or any member of the staff, acting under the authority 
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and direction of the Board of Commissioners, while on business for the 
Mississippi Library Commission, shall be paid from the funds appropri- 
ated and made available for use, maintenance and operation of the 
Mississippi Library Commission. In addition to the director, the Board of 
Library Commissioners may employ, upon recommendations of the 
director, such other persons as may be deemed necessary to carry out 
the purposes of this act. 


Section 6. The Mississippi Library Commission, when asked, shall 
give advice to all public and other libraries, and to all communities which 
may propose to establish them, as to the best means of establishing and 
maintaining such libraries, the selection of books, cataloging and other 
details of library management. It may purchase and operate traveling 
libraries, and circulate such traveling libraries within the state among 
communities, libraries, schools, colleges, universities, library associations, 
study clubs, charitable and penal institutions, and establish county and 
regional libraries and may use any funds, separate and apart from the 
general funds of the Mississippi Library Commission, which might come 
into its custody from any source, for such purpose, and for the purpose 
of establishing, stimulating, increasing, improving, and equalizing library 
service in the various counties within the state, under such rules for the 
safekeeping, preservation, care, handling and management of the same 
as may be fixed by the Mississippi Library Commission. It may publish 
such lists and circulars of information as it shall deem necessary, and 
it may also conduct a summer school of library instruction. The Missis- 
sippi Library Commission shall each year obtain from all public libraries 
in the state, reports showing the condition, growth, development and 
manner of conducting such libraries together with such other facts and 
Statistics regarding the same as it may deem to be of public interest, and 
it shall be the duty of the Board of Mississippi Library Commission to 
make a biennial report to the Legislature of the facts of public interest 
and value in relation to the work of the Mississippi Library Commission. 


Section 7. The Board of Commissioners of the Mississippi Library 
Commission may from time to time as needed draw an order signed by 
the Director and the Chairman in favor of any party to whom money is 
due stating in such order what the money is to be used for, and, upon 
presentation of such order, the state auditor shall draw his warrant upon 
the state treasurer for the amount therefor not to exceed the amount of 
the appropriation for the purposes of the Mississippi Library Commission. 


Section 8. The Board of Commissioners of the Mississippi Library 
Commission may accept in the name of the state gifts of money, real 
estate, books, periodicals, or other property for the purpose of promoting 
the work of the Mississippi Library Commission, and may accept and 
administer any funds which might be provided by the federal govern- 
ment for library purposes. 


Section 9. All functions, powers and authority heretofore granted to 
the State Library Commission by Chapter 180, Laws of 1926 and 
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subsequently enacted laws are hereby transferred to the Mississippi 
Library Commission to be exercised by it, and shall be understood and 
construed to have been passed and adopted for the use and benefit of 
the Mississippi Library Commission. 


Section 10. All books, property, effects and assets of the State Library 
Commission are hereby declared to be the property, effects and assets of 
the Mississippi Library Commission. 


Section 11. All laws or parts of laws in conflict herewith be and the 
same are hereby repealed. 


Section 12. That this act take effect and be in force from and after 
June 30, 1950. 


Section 2 and 3 were amended in the House. The original bill read: 


Section 2. That there is hereby created a Board of Commissioners of 
the Mississippi Library Commission to be composed of five members 
appointed by the Governor with overlapping terms, the members of the 
first board to be appointed one for one year, one for two years, one for 
three years, one for four years, one for five years, and their successors 
each to be appointed for five year terms, each member to serve until his 
successor is appointed. members shall be appointed by the Gover- 
nor from the state at large. Two members shall be appointed by the 
Governor from a list of not less than six names submitted by the Missis- 
sippi Library Association, one of whom shall be a librarian who is a 
graduate of a library school accredited by the American Library As- 
sociation and actively engaged in full time library work at the time of the 
appointment and one of whom shall be, at time of the appointment, a 
member of a legally organized Board of Trustees of a Mississippi free 
public library. Vacancies created by resignation shall be filled by appoint- 
ment for the unexpired term. 


Section 3. Within thirty days after the selection and appointment of 
the first Board of Commissioners the members shall meet at the head- 
quarters of the Mississippi Library Commission in Jackson, Mississippi, 
and organize, setting up such policies as are deemed necessary and not 
inconsistent with this act. They shall elect annually from their member- 
ship a chairman and a secretary. 


Six amendments to this bill were offered in the Senate but none of them 
were adopted. In the House 5 votes were recorded against the bill and 86 
for it. In the Senate there were 7 nays and 33 yeas. 


HOUSE BILL NO. 120 


AN ACT to amend chapter 203, laws of 1946, so as to authorize any county 
having an assessed valuation of twelve million dollars or less to levy 
for public library purposes a tax not in excess of one mill, and to 
authorize any county having an assessed valuation in excess of twelve 
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million dollars to levy for public library purposes a tax not in excess 
of one-half (4%) mill. 


Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Mississippi: 


Section 1. That any county having an assessed valuation of twelve 
million dollars ($12,000,000.00) or more, which proposes to support or 
supports a public library may, by order of the board of supervisors of 
such county, in its discretion, levy not in excess of one-half (4%) mill 
tax on all taxable property within the county to be used for the support, 
upkeep and maintenance of any public library proposed to be supported 
or supported by said county and located therein, which levy shall be in 
addition to the maximum levy heretofore authorized to be levied by 
counties; provided, however, that those counties imposing such levy shall 
not receive homestead exemption reimbursement for same. 


Section 2. Under the provisions of this act, any county having an 
assessed valuation of twelve million dollars ($12,000,000.00) or less, may 
levy a tax not in excess of one mill. 


Section 3. That this act take effect and be in force from and after its 
passage. 


The above bill, as introduced, would have authorized the Board of 
Supervisors of any county to make not in excess of a two mill levy for 
the support of public libraries. It was amended in the House as given 
above. The bill, as affecting counties with assessed valuation of $12,000.- 
000 and over was unnecessary as this law is already in effect by the 
passage of House Bill No. 310, Chapter 203, Laws of 1946. 


HOUSE BILL NO. 121 (failed) 


AN ACT to authorize the Board of Supervisors of any county to issue and 
sell bonds, notes, or other evidence of debt for the purpose of 
purchasing or constructing buildings for public libraries and the 
purcase of land therefor and the repair, improvement, and equip- 
ment thereof; and buying books and other literature therefor; to 
levy taxes for payment of principal and interest of said bonds. 





aue apove bill was introduced and referred to the County Affairs 
Committee but died in Committee. 


House Bill No. 255, passed at this session, may provide the authority for 
erecting library buildings that the above bill would have given if passed. 
It has not been tested but the opinion of the Attorney General has been 
requested. The bill reads: 


An ACT to provide a uniform system for the issuance and sale of county 
bonds and tax anticipation notes; to repeal section 4320, Mississippi 
code of 1942; as amended by chapter 373, laws of 1946, and sections 
2926, 2927, 2928, 2930, 2931, 4321, 4326, 4339, 4341, 4342, 4343, 4344, 8361, 

and 9900, Mississippi code of 1942; and for related purposes. 
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Section 1. Purposes of bonds enumerated. 


(e) Erecting, repairing, equipping, remodeling or enlarging, or assist- 
ing or cooperating with another county or other counties in erecting, 
repairing, equipping, remodeling or enlarging buildings and related 
facilities for an agricultural high school, or agricultural high school- 
junior college, including gymnasiums, auditoriums, lunch rooms, vocation- 
al training buildings, libraries, teachers’ homes, school barns, garages for 
transportation vehicles, and purchasing land therefor. 


In order to bring all pertinent library legislation together we give the 
following: 


Chapter 213 (1944) 


SENATE BILL NO. 195 


AN ACT authorizing any municipality which supports a public library to 
make a one mill levy for library purposes, and providing that the 
same shall be in addition to any limitation heretofore placed on 
municipalities. 


Section 1. BEIT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE 
OF MISSISSIPPI, That any municipality which supports a public library 
may, by order of the governing authorities of such municipality, in their 
discretion, levy a one mill tax on all taxable property within the munici- 
pality to be used for the support, upkeep and maintenance of any public 
library located in said municipality. 


Section 2. That the one mill levy herein authorized to be levied by 
the municipality shall be.in addition to the maximum levy heretofore 
authorized to be levied by municipalities. 


Section 3. That this act take effect and be in force from and after 
its passage. 


Chapter 203 (1946) 


HOUSE BILL NO. 310 


AN ACT authorizing any county which proposes to support or supports 
a public library to make not in excess of a one-half mill levy for 
library purposes, and providing that such levy shall be in addition to 
any limitation heretofore placed on county levies. 


Section 1. BEIT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE 
OF MISSISSIPPI, That any county which proposes to support or supports 
a public library may, by order of the Board of Supervisors of such county, 
in their discretion, levy not in excess of one-half mill tax on all taxable 
property within the county to be used for the support, upkeep and 
maintenance of any public library proposed to be supported or supported 
by said county and located therein, which levy shall be in addition to the 
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maximum levy heretofore authorized to be levied by counties; provided, 
however, that those counties imposing such levy shall not receive home- 
stead exemption reimbursement for same. 


Section 2. That this act take effect and be in force from and after its 
passage. 


Chapter 289 (1938) 
SENATE BILL NO. 166 


AN ACT to provide for the establishment of public libraries; to provide 
for funds for establishment, maintenance and operation; to provide 
for administration of public libraries. 


Section 1. BEIT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE 
OF MISSISSIPPI, That it is hereby declared to be the policy of this state 
to allow and promote the establishment and development of free public 
library service throughout this state as a part of its provision for public 
education. 


Section 2. The board of supervisors of any county in the state of 
Mississippi, or other governing bodies of the counties of this state, and 
municipalities and towns, through their governing bodies, may establish 
and maintain or aid in establishing and maintaining free public libraries 
for the use of the citizens of the respective counties, municipalities or 
towns, either separately or in connection with free public libraries already 
established therein. For said purpose said governing body may acquire 
the necessary real estate by purchase, gift or donation and may erect 
the necessary buildings thereon. 


Section 3. FUNDS FOR ESTABLISHMENT AND OPERATION. 
Where any library is established under this act, either by the county 
board of supervisors or the governing body of a municipality, the cost of 
purchasing land, erecting buildings, and equipping and maintaining such 
libraries may be paid for in whole or in part out of the general funds of 
the county or municipality, if, in the opinion of the governing authority, 
said funds are adequate for that purpose. 


Section 4. REGIONAL LIBRARIES. Two or more counties by action 
of their boards of supervisors may join in establishing and maintaining 
a regional library under the terms of a contract to which all of said 
counties agree. The expenses of the regional library shall be apportioned 
between or among the counties concerned on such basis as shall be 
agreed upon in the contract. The library building shall be located at a 
place in one of the counties to be agreed upon by the boards of supervisors 
of the various counties in said regional library district. 


Section 5. PARTICIPATION IN REGIONAL OR COUNTY LIBRA- 
RIES BY EXISTING LIBRARIES. When a county or regional library 
shall have been established under this act, any municipality which is 
aiding in maintaining or supporting a public library may participate in 
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said county or regional library. Said participation shall be on such terms 
as may be agreed upon among the governing body of the municipality, 
the board of trustees of the existing municipal library and the board of 
trustees of the county or regional library. 


Section 6. CONTRACT SERVICE. The governing board of any 
municipality which is not aiding in maintaining or supporting an existing 
library may contract with the board of trustees of any existing county, 
regional or other public library to receive the services of said established 
library. Said contract shall contain such terms, agreements and conditions 
as may be agreed upon between the governing board of the municipality 
and the board of trustees of the established library. 


The board of supervisors of a county in the state which has no county 
library and which is not in a regional library district may, with the con- 
sent of the board of trustees of an established library, contract for library 
services from an established library; provided that such library be subject 
to inspection by the secretary of the state library commission and be certi- 
fied by him as maintaining a proper standard. Said contract shall contain 
such terms, agreements, and conditions as may be agreed upon between 
the board of supervisors and the board of trustees of the library. Any 
school district may contract for school library service for any existing 
library, such service to be paid from funds available to the school district. 


Section 7. BOARD OF TRUSTEES. The management and control of 
a county, municipal, or regional library shall be vested in a board of five 
(5) trustees. In county and municipal libraries they shall be appointed by 
the governing authority of the county or municipality. In regional li- 
braries they shall be appointed by the joint action of all of the county 
boards of supervisors in said district. The first appointments shall be for 
terms of 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 years, respectively, and thereafter, a trustee shall 
be appointed annually to serve five (5) years. Vacancies shall be filled 
for unexpired terms as soon as possible in the same manner in which 
members of the board were regularly chosen. No trustees shall receive a 
salary or other compensation for his service. 


Section 8. BOARD OF TRUSTEES-ORGANIZATION, POWERS AND 
DUTIES. The trustees, immediately after their appointment or election, 
shall meet and organize by the election of such officers as they deem 
necessary. They shall (1) adopt such by-laws, rules and regulations for 
their own guidance and for the government of the libraries as they deem 
expedient; (2) have the supervision, care, and custody of all property of 
the library, including the rooms or buildings constructed, leased or set 
apart, therefor; (3) employ a librarian, and upon his recommendation 
employ such other assistants as may be necessary, prescribe their duties, 
fix their compensation and remove them for a cause; (4) submit annually 
to the governing body a budget containing estimates for the ensuing 
year; (5) have exclusive control of the finances of the library; (6) accept 
such gifts of money or property for library purposes as they deem 
expedient; (7) on recommendation of librarian purchase books, periodi- 
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cals, maps, and supplies for the library; (8) and do all other acts neces- 
sary for the orderly and efficient management and control of the library. 
Provided however, that no expenditures made or contracted by said 
trustees shall be binding on any county or municipality so as to require 
any payment in excess of funds made available for library purposes 
under this act. 


Section 9. ANUAL REPORTS. At the close of each year the board of 
trustees of every library shall make a report to the governing body in the 
county or municipality where in the board serves, showing the condition 
of their trust during the year, the sums of money received for the library 
fund from taxes and other sources, the sums of money expended and the 
purposes of the expenditures, the number of books and periodicals on 
hand, the number added during the year, the number withdrawn, the 
number loaned out, and such other statistics and information and 
such suggestions as they deem of public interest. A copy of this report 
shall be filed in the state library commission. 


Section 10. FREE USE OF LIBRARIES. Every library established or 
maintained under this act shall be free for the use of the residents of the 
territory included within the library district, subject to such reasonable 
rules and regulations as the trustees find necessary. Provided, however, 
that the trustees may charge a reasonable fee for the use of certain copies 
of popular fiction and non-fiction. 


Section 11. All acts or parts of acts inconsistent herewith are hereby 
repealed except that this act shall not be construed to abrogate the force 
of charter provisions or any local act governing existing public libraries. 
And provided further that this act shall not be construed to repeal 
Section 290 (J) Code of 1930, as amended but shall be construed as ad- 
ditional and supplementary thereto. 


Section 12. That this act take effect and be in force from and after its 
passage. 

Before the passage of Senate Bill 166, above, public libraries were legal- 
ly supported under Section 2998-J, Chapter 204, Laws of 1926. The law 
limited the appropriation which a city or county could make for library 
support to $300 per annum, except that counties having an assessed 
valuation of $18,000,000 could appropriate up to $3000. 








In spite of the fact that the Attorney General has ruled that Section 
2998-J is not in effect and is superseded by the later law, (Senate Bill— 
166, Ch. 289, 1938) the old law is constantly giving trouble as some county 
and city attorneys rule that the old law is binding. Effort has been made 
at the last two sessions of the legislature to get the section repealed but 
so far this has not been accomplished and it remains on the books. 





The following opinions from the office of the Attorney General serve 
to give sufficient authority for County and City Boards to appropriate 
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from their general funds, without limitation, to the support of public 
libraries (Senate Bill 166) and to levy a special tax for libraries (Senate 
Bill 195, House Bill 310). The following letters give the opinion of the 
Attorney General: 


DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
Jackson, Mississippi 
October 4, 1945 
Mrs. Eunice Eley 
Executive Secretary 
Mississippi State Library Commission 
Jackson, Mississippi 


Dear Mrs. Eley: 


This is to acknowledge receipt of your letter of October 4, 1945, asking 
if Section 2998 (j) of the Mississippi Code of 1942 limits the amount that 
may be appropriated by the proper boards for library support, or does 
Section 6209 of said Code allow such boards to make additional appropri- 
ations in their discretion. 


Section 6209 of the Mississippi Code of 1942 expressly provides that it 
shall be construed as additional and supplementary to Section 2998 (j) of 
said Code, and under Section 6201 the amount of funds that may be 
appropriated in accordance with the provisions of said act is in the 
discretion of the governing authority of the county or municipality and, 
therefore, they are not limited to the sum of $300.00. 


(Signed) W. B. Fontaine 
Assistant Attorney General” 


“April 18, 1947 
Mrs. Eunice Eley 
Executive Secretary 
Mississippi State Library Commission 
Jackson, Mississippi 


Dear Mrs. Eley: 


This is to acknowledge receipt of your letter of April 14, 1947, asking if 
counties may make appropriation from the general fund, which would 
be in addition to the amount raised for library purposes by the one-half 
mill levy authorized by Chapter 203 of the Laws of 1946. 


This is to advise you that by virture of the provisions of Section 6204 et 
seq., of the Mississippi Code of 1942, boards of supervisors may, in their 
discretion, appropriate funds from the general county fund to maintain 
county libraries in addition to the amount raised by the one-half mill 
levy authorized by Chapter 203 of the Laws of 1946. 


(Signed) W. B. Fontaine 
Assistant Attorney General” 
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December 18, 1949 
Mrs. Eunice Eley 
Executive Secretary 
State Library Commission 
Dear Mrs. Eley: 


This is in reply to your letter of December 17, in which you ask for an 
opinion as to whether or not the governing authorities of cities and 
counties are limited in appropriations of libraries to the amount set forth 
in Section 2998 (j), Code of 1942, and also for an opinion as to whether 
or not a city or a county has the authority to issue bonds for the purpose 
of building a public library. 

Section 2998 (j) provides for limitations on the amount which a county 
or municipality may appropriate for the support and maintenance of a 
public library. The limitations is $300.00 per annum except in counties 
having an assessed valuation of more than $18,000,000, in which case the 
limitation is $3,000. The section in question was enacted as Chapter 204, 
Laws of 1926. 


However, in 1938, by Chapter 289, Laws of 1938, the Legislature passed 
an act authorizing municipalities and counties to contribute to the es- 
tablishment and maintenance of free public libraries without limitation 
on the amount which might be appropriated. This act is now found in 
Section 6200 to 6209, Code of 1942. Section 6209 specifically provides that 
the act in question is additional and supplemental to Section 2998 (j) 
Code of 1942. 


As Chapter 289, Laws of 1938, was the latest legislative expression on 
the subject and contains no limitation on the amount which might be 
appropriated, it is my opinion that under said act counties and munici- 
palities are not limited to the amounts set forth in Section 2998 (j) for 
appropriations for the establishment, maintenance and support of public 
libraries. It is further my opinion that amounts may be appropriated 
under Chapter 289, Laws of 1938, without any limitation thereon. 

In answer to your second inquiry, this is to advise that our statutes 
do not authorize a city or county to issue bonds for the purpose of estab- 
lishing and constructing a public library. Therefore, there is no authority 
for such bonds to be issued. 

(Signed) James T. Kendall 
Assistant Attorney General” 


American Library Association—Midwinter Meeting 
Mississippi Librarians who attended the 1950 A.L.A. Mid-winter Meeting: 


Mr. Donald Thompson, Director of Libraries, State College; Mr. Forrest 
Mills, Assistant Professor of Adult Education, State College; Miss 
Elizabeth Robinson, Reference Librarian, State College; Miss Anna 
Roberts, Librarian, Mississippi Southern College; Miss Mary Love, 
Elementary School Library Supervisor, Jackson. 
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Miss Anna Roberts, Librarian, Mississippi Southern, who represents 
M. L. A. on the A. L. A. Council has made a very complete report of 
Council meetings at Midwinter A. L. A. Space does not permit a copy of 
the full report. The following excerpts are given: 


“The first meeting of the council consisted of the nominating com- 
mittee’s report. Mr. Raymond C. Lindquist, Chairman of the Federal 
Relations Committee, gave the report on the campaign for funds for the 
Washington office. The new plan worked out for the future of the office 
is to raise a budget of $15,500 for each two-year period to carry on the 
work. Of this fund, $5,000 is to come from the A. L. A. budget; $5,000 
from the Executive Board from endowment funds; and $5,500 to be raised 
by the Federal Relations Committee. Of this latter amount $2,500 is to be 
subscribed by the state library associations, $2,000 from A. L. A. divisions, 
and $1,000 to be subscribed by publishers. He went further into details 
concerning the amount that had been contributed by state associations; 
the amounts ranged from $100 to $25. Mississippi was included in the $50 
group which had already made its pledge. 


“The secound council meeting gave its greatest attention to the very 
lengthly discussion on the loyalty resolution sponsored jointly by the 
Board on Personnel Administration and the Intellectual Freedom Com- 
mittee. It was decided that the matter would be turned back to the joint 
action of the two committees for a new resolution to be brought up for 
action in Cleveland. 


In the final meeting of the council it was decided that the 1951 Mid- 
Winter meeting would be held at the same place but at a date a week 
later than that previously held.” 


Miss Roberts reports that the question of the reorganization of A. L. A 
was discussed and further action left for a future meeting. 


A. L. A. Membership Solicited 


Sent to Library News by Mary Moore Mitchell 
Librarian, Lee County Library, Tupelo 


“Yippee! It’s time to join!” 


Yes, it is time to join the Children’s Library Association of A. L. A., a 
section of the Division of Libraries for Children and Young People. To 
many librarians this is just about the most important group in A. L. A. 


Here is an opportunity to emphasize in a tangible way the belief of 
every modern librarian in good library service for children. Besides the 
help your support can give others, you will find many benefits coming 
home to you. One of the best of these is “Top of the News”, a quarterly 
publication which happens to be “tops” in every way, as any present 
member will tell you. 
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Here are some interesting figures on C. L. A. membership in relation 
to A. L. A. in July 1949. 


A. L. A. C. L.A. % 
Ala. 162 8 4.93 
Fla. 206 16 7.76 
Ga. 221 12 5.42 
Ky. 184 9 4.89 
Miss. 98 6 6.12 
N. C. 325 19 5.84 
 <. 179 as 2.23 
Tenn. 269 10 3.71 
national average 7.97 
regional average 5.11 
highest single average, 
Idaho 17.64 


Although below the national average, our state has a nice margin over 
the regional average, and we are proud to see it rank second in the 
Southeast, when percentage of membership is considered. Yet it does 
seem there should be more than 6 librarians in our state to whom C. L. A. 
membership seems vital. 


I would be very happy to see this doubled to a dozen this year, instead 
of just the 25% increase, for which our national membership chairman 
is calling. Since we have so few children’s librarians, it is rather up to 
the professional staff members in public libraries to have more than one 
divisional membership (Top of the News actually is worth that extra 
20% !) or interest someone on the staff in joining C. L. A. 





Membership blanks and other information have been mailed to many 
of you, and others desiring this material or wanting to ask questions may 
write your state membership chairman, Miss Mary Moore Mitchell, Lee 
County Library, Tupelo, Mississippi. 


Perhaps, I should remind some of you that one divisional membership 
is free—to A. L. A. members. So come on and join for 1950! 


Eunice Eley has been asked to represent Mississippi on the member- 
ship committee of the Library Extension Division of A. L. A. County and 
public librarians, school library supervisors and others interested in 
library extensions are invited to become members of this Division. When 
paying annual A. L. A. dues members may request membership in any 
one Division without extra cost. Add 20% to regular dues payment for 
membership in each additional Division. Those who have not joined 
A. L. A. for 1950 are urged to do so. All members receive the A. L. A. 
Bulletin, which is certainly worth the price of membership dues. Why 
not ask to become a member of the Library Extension Division? 
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A. L. A. Dues Scale for Personal Membership: 


Library Members—If your salary is $2,100 or less. (Retired Librarians, 
Library School Students, Librarians in 


religious orders receiving no salary _______. $ 3.00 
If your salary is $2,101 to $4,000 _..._____ 6.00 
If your salary is over $4,000 _... ==> 10.00 
I I ceincnsicericeschansdiiacnsdebaiincesta 3.00 


Send dues to: Membership Department, American Library Association, 
50 East Huron Street, Chicago, 11, Illinois. 


Mississippi Library Survey Continues 


Mrs. Gretchen Schenk is continuing work on the Survey and is being 
assisted in the study of school libraries by Miss Manie Berry, former 
School Library Supervisor with the State Department of Education. 


Two phases of the survey were given special attention at recent meet- 
ings. April 24 and 25 representatives from senior and junior colleges, 
special libraries, public libraries, and school libraries met at the Library 
Commission on the invitation of Mrs. Schenk. Consultants were Dr. F. A. 
Kuhlman, Director, Joint University Libraries, Nashville and Ralph T. 
Esterquest, Director, Midwest Inter-Library Center, Chicago. 


The subject of discussion the first day was Library Cooperation. Dr. 
Kuhlman opened the session by a review of the functions and activities 
of state supported library agencies. He listed the functions of a modern 
State Library. 


There was general discussion of the need for better cooperation and 
coordination of the services of the various libraries in the state. It was 
cecided that no coordination and elimination of unnecessary duplication 
can be carried out until it is definitely known what the holdings of the 
various libraries are. There was emphasis on the need for maintaining 
files for research and of a serials list to be compiled by the institutions of 
higher learning. 


Dr. Esterquest approached the subject of cooperation between libraries 
from the standpoint of the citizens who needs to be told what information 
libraries can obtain for him and stressed the need for consistent ad- 
vertising of cooperative services. He also pointed out that in any area of 
library cooperation, the larger libraries usually carry the brunt of the 
work. Successful cooperative ventures require a missionary spirit and a 
willingness to share the materials owned by the various libraries. 


Dr. W. D. McCain outlined the work of the Department of Archives 
and History in gathering Mississippi historical material. He urged librari- 
ans present to become interested in the preservation of historical 
documents. 


The crowded conditions of most libraries led to the agreement of the 
need for more microfilming of newspapers. The subject of a better system 
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of inter-library loan was discussed and it was agreed that though none 
of the libraries have large enough book holdings for their needs, better 
use can be made of present facilities. 


The above discussion led to the subject of a union catalog of holdings 
of the various libraries in the state. Reasons given for considering the 
establishment of a union catalog are: 


To locate books and other materials for inter-library loans 


As a guide in purchasing unusual or expensive materials to avoide 
duplication 


As a guide in withdrawing and discarding so that the library resources 
of the state are not harmfully depleted 


As a means to determine future agreements on acquisitions 
As a bibliographic tool to locate subject materials. 


Methods of establishing the union catalog and the cost were discussed. 
Dr. Kuhlman suggested that it might be possible to secure funds from a 
Foundation for setting up the union catalog. All those present agreed 
that the union catalog would be an advantage to the libraries of the state 
and would allow better service to the people. 


Dr. Kuhlman suggested the organization of a Mississippi Library 
Council. The idea was unanimously approved and Mr. Donald Thompson 
was appointed as temporary chairman to direct the beginning of the 
organization. 


The meeting on the second day was concerned with Library Education. 
There were representatives from most of the educational institutions in 
the state that are offering courses in library science. A chart had been 
prepared showing credit courses offered by each school. This chart 
showed that many courses being given are not related to the merging 
rational pattern of library education and there is therefore need for 
further study of library training in the state. Those present agreed that 
the situation needs improvement and it was decided that librarians would 
take the message back to their administrators with the idea of having an 
evaluation made of library training offered in the state. 


Attended Survey Meeting—Jackson, April 24, 1950 
“Attended Library Education Meeting April 25 


Beulah Culbertson, Librarian M. S. C. W. Columbus 
Mrs. Augusta Richardson, 
Librarian Alcorn County Library, Corinth 
*Martha Couty, Reference LibrarianMississippi Library Commission 
Eleanor Harkins, Librarian D. S. T. C., Cleveland 
Mrs. Mary E. Flinn, Librarian W. A. Percy Memorial Library, 
Greenville 


Mary Joan Finger, High School 


Librarian Clarksdale 





A ee ee 


- S 


oO 


ee eh ee 





LIBRARY NEWS 21 





*Anna M. Roberts, Librarian 


Mrs. Frances D. Miller, Medical 
Librarian 
*Annabelle Koonce, Librarian 
*Mrs. Ernestine Lipscomb, 
Librarian 
Mrs. Martha L. Lang, Librarian 
Anona Jenkins, Librarian 
*H. S. Smith, Librarian 
Mrs. Jennie Beth Clark, 
High School Librarian 
Maria Person, Librarian 


Dorothy Hayes, Librarian 
Ralph Esterquest, Director 


Ada Holladay, Librarian 

Jeanne Broach, Librarian 

Mrs. Gertrude Rowzee, Librarian 

Pearl Sneed, Librarian 

*Forest L. Mills, Extension 
Librarian 


Mississippi Southern College 
Hattiesburg 


V. A. Center, Biloxi, 
Mississippi College, Clinton 


Jackson College, Jackson 
Central High School, Jackson 
Clarksdale-Carnegie Library 
Hinds County, Raymond 


Columbia 
Gulfport-Harrison 
County Library 
Greenwood-Leflore Public Library 
Midwest Inter-Library Center 
Chicago 
Meridian Municipal Junior College 
Meridian Public Library 
Hinds Jr. College, Raymond 
Public Library, Jackson 


Mississippi State College 


*Polley Bignell, Library Instructor University of Mississippi 
*J. S. Hartin, Director of Libraries University of Mississippi 


Louise Williams, Librarian 


*L. Zenobia Coleman, Librarian 
*Donald Thompson, Director 

of Libraries 
Dr. W. D. McCain, Director 
*Mrs. Kenneth Gatchel, Instructor 
Dr. F. A. Kuhlman 


*Mrs. Eley, Executive secretary 

*Elenora Gralow, Extension 
Librarian 

*Mrs. Schenk, Survey Director 

Dr. J. K. Bettersworth 


Mississippi State Board of Health, 
Jackson 
Tougaloo College 


State College 

Dept. Archives & History, Jackson 

M. S. C. W. 

Director, Joint University Libraries, 
Nashville 

Library Commission, Jackson 


Library Commission 

Summerdale, Alabama 

Head, History Dept. Miss. State 
College 


The Library Demonstration Bill-A Correction 
By this time all those who are interested must have heard that the 
library Demonstration Bill failed by three votes. This does not mean that 
efforts will be abandoned for its passage at a future date and friends of 
the bill are asked to keep on working for it. 


In a recent communication sent out by the Library Commission the 
statement was made that the only Mississippi Congressman who voted 
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for the Library Demonstration Bill was Congressman John Bell Williams. 
It has been learned that the bill was supported also by Congressman 
Abernathy, 4th District, and Congressman Winstead, 5th District. Those 
who are interested in the bill should not fail to thank these three for 
their vote. They will be asked to vote for the bill again, we hope. 





About M. L. A. and Southeastern 
By Donald Thompson, President, Mississippi Library Association 


The ExecutiveBoard of the Mississippi Library Association held a meet- 
ing at State College on January 7, 1950. The following items of business 
were discussed: 


1. The annual meeting of the Mississippi Library Association will be 
held at the Buena Vista Hotel in Biloxi on October 26-28, 1950. 


As an experiment, it was decided that the state meetings would be 
held in Jackson every second year with the alternate meeting being 
held in some other part of the state. 


The executive board would like the opinion of the members of the 
association regarding the possibility of holding perhaps three or 
four regional meetings of the association during the late spring or 
early summer. Please send your comments to any member of the 
board, Augusta Richardson, Eunice Eley, Anona Jenkins, Evelyn 
Reed, or Donald Thompson. 


At the annual meeting, each section of the M. L. A., school, public, 
and college and university, will be allowed a maximum of $25.00 to 
be used in planning section meetings. It is hoped that this amount 
will be sufficient to pay any necessary expenses for out-of-town 
speakers, etc. in case they are desired. 


The executive board voted to send $50.00 to the A. L. A. Federal 
Relations Committee to be used, in conjunction with money from 
other state library associations, to support the work of the A. L. A. 
Washington office for one year. 


A notice was recently received from the American Library Associa- 
tion calling attention to the fact that President Truman has called 
a conference for 1950 to be known as the Mid-Century White House 
Conference on Children and Youth. State committees are being 
appointed. A letter has been written to Governor Wright offering 
the service of the M. L. A. 


The executive board has asked the A. L. A. council member for our 
association to report on A. L. A. meetings. These reports will be 
published in the Library News. 


Miss Jeanne Broach, Chairman of the M. L. A. Legislative Com- 
mittee, attended meetings of the Mississippi Women’s Council of 








.. - .  - ew 





LIBRARY NEWS 23 











Public Affairs in Jackson in December and January. Our legislative 
program was presented to the council and added to its agenda. 


9. Last October at the annual M. L. A. meeting the Manuels Commit- 
tee presented a report and an outline for a suggested M. L. A. 
manual. The executive board has asked Sanders Smith and his 
committee members if they will pursue the idea further with the 
possibility of writing a manual to be presented to the association for 
adoption. 


Notes on the Southeastern Library Association 


1. The Southeastern Library Association has just established permanent 
headquarters on the campus of the Georgia School of Technology in 
Atlanta. Mrs. Dorothy Crosland, librarian of Georgia Tech, is acting 
as executive secretary of S. E. L. A. until a permanent secretary can 
be employed. It is hoped that an active program can be set up in a 
few months. 


2. The Activities Committee of S. E. L. A. has been active with re- 
organization plans during the past few months. A tentative con- 
stitution has been drafted. It is hoped that a regional library publi- 
cation can be started. Many other plans are being made. 


3. S. E. L. A. will meet in Atlanta, Georgia, October 11, 12, 13, 14, 1950. 
The Atlanta-Biltmore Hotel will be headquarters. 


Mary Bassett, Secretary of the Library Section of the Negro Library 
Association sends the following report on the section meeting held in the 
Jim Hill School, Jackson, March 23, 1950. Zenobia Coleman, Librarian of 
Tougaloo College, was chairman. Lillian Ward gave a report of the meet- 
ing of the American Association of School Librarians held in Chicago as 
a part of the mid-winter A. L. A. meeting. Emphasis at this meeting was 
on setting up standards for school libraries and division status of 
A. S. S. L. The librarian of the Carver branch library made a report on 
the initiation of public library service for Negroes in Jackson. 


The chief feature of the program was a panel discussion by Virginia 
Lipscomb, Librarian of Jackson College. Librarians and school ad- 
ministrators discussed problems such as: the need for more trained 
librarians, the need for adequate space for school libraries, cooperation 
between teachers and librarians. Dr. P. H. Eason from the State Depart- 
ment of Education and Mrs. Eunice Eley from the Mississippi Library 
Commission spoke on library service in the state. 


One of the encouraging features of the program was the attendance of 
teachers and school administrators who are beginning to realize the 
importance of the library in the school and the necessity for the co- 
operation of teachers if the school library is to give the best service. 


The following is copied, in part, from the Jackson Daily News, May 7, 
1950 
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STATE NEWS 
State Public Health Library Is Commended 


The Medical Library of the Mississippi State Board of Health is featured 
in an editorial in a recent publication of the “American Journal of Public 
Health,” a special library issue published annually. 


A library, important in any field in advancing knowledge and in 
providing information regarding basic techniques for getting a job done, 
occupies a particularly strategic place in the public health program. 


The State Board of Health maintains the only library in Mississippi 
established for the service of the medical and health professions. It offers 
not only a reading room but a mail lending-library service of books and 
journals. 


The Library serves as a community center for health education on the 
higher levels and is indispensable to the public health administrator, the 
physician, the dentist, the laboratory worker, the industrial hygienist, 
the sanitary engineer, the nutritionist, or the nurse, in keeping abreast of 
the important developments in their respective fields. ... 


Miss Louise Williams, librarian, has pointed out, 


“A good medical library is indispensable to the protection of health 
and the prevention of disease. The library, properly utilized can save lives 
and improve the lot of great masses of the population.” ...... 


The library is a veritable beacon pointing the way to better health for 
thousands of Mississippians through regular application of the vital 
knowledge in its more than ten thousand volumes of books and periodi- 
cals. 





Libraries Get Use of Ceiling Projectors. 


The Lyons Club of Jackson has purchased a ceiling projector which 
may be used by the public. The records are kept at the Jackson Public 
Library and may be circulated on the same basis as books. 





The Pilot Club of Natchez recently presented a ceiling projector to 
the Fisk Public Library. Books for children and adults are available on 
these records. 


Carver Branch Library Opens 





January 12, 1950 the Carver Branch Library for negroes was opened in 
Jackson and will operate under the supervisfon of the Jackson Public 
Library. The library was sponsored by the Junior League of Jackson 
which gave $2,000 for an initial book collection and whose members 
gave many hours of personal service in supervising the remodeling, 
cleaning and arranging of the building to be used for the library. All 
book selection and technical processing have been done by the Public 
Library with the assistance of librarians at Jackson College and Tougaloo 
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College. A $4,000 annual budget has been set up by the Junior League 
for operation of the library for the next few years, after which it is 
anticipated that the budget of the Jackson Public Library will be suf- 
ficient to take it over. Negro Clubs and individuals gave labor and 
materials for the building. Several clubs gave magazine subscriptions. 
The Alta-Raymond Garden Club will landscape the grounds. 


At the open house the Mayor and many other interested white and 
negro friends participated in the ceremonies and expressed gratification 
that the negroes of the city have this beginning of library service. The 
librarian reports that to date (April 30) the Carver Branch Library has 
registered 513 adult borrowers and 265 children. 


This is the eighth public library branch for negroes in the state. Other 
branches are in Aberdeen, Corinth, Greenville, Gulfport, Hattiesburg, 
Meridian, Pascagoula. 


Library Workshop 


The third workshop for public librarians will be held at the Library 
Commission this summer. Tentative dates are June 5-7. This will be the 
first workshop held in the new headquarters of the Library Commission 
in the State Office Building. The air conditioned, attractive offices offer 
a very pleasant setting for the discussion and planning of library oper- 
ation in the state. The workshop program will be informal and will in- 
clude discussion of books for the various age groups, public relations, 
library standards and some recommendations of the Mississippi Library 
Survey. A new feature of the program this year will be a meeting for 
library trustees. 


This Town Wants Books for the Children 


Brandon is a town of 1,184 population in Rankin County. Rankin 
County joins Hinds County on the east and Rankin County people can 
look across Pearl River, which is the county boundary, and see the 
Hinds County bookmobile bringing books to people. They can also almost 
see the Jackson Public Library—Brandon is just eleven miles from 
Jackson—but there is that county line. “And how,” ask the mothers in 
Brandon, “can we get books for our children? Why can’t we have a book- 
mobile? It doesn’t seem quite fair that Hinds County children have 
something our children can’t have.” Well, the Rankin County people have 
heard that county lines don’t have to be the limit of library service. A 
bookmobile doesn’t even know when it crosses a county line. Anyway, 
to make a long story short, the school librarian, along with the mothers is 
going to do something about this books-for-children situation this summer. 
The librarian, who will be away in library school for the summer, has 
trained enough volunteer teen-age “librarians” to keep the Brandon 
elementary school library open during the summer. One of the mothers 
will be on duty each week, just to give moral support, and a little 
dignity if it is needed, but the real work of checking out books will be 
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done by the young people. The Library Commission is lending this 
library a lot of nice books to supplement those owned by the school 
library. This should be a successful demonstration of all-the-year round 
use of books. For what good are books when they are locked up in the 
school library all summer where children can’t read them? 


But then—there’s the problem of books for children in the rest of the 
county outside of Brandon, and for adults too. Well, maybe the summer 
library will just be the wedge to bring about county wide library service. 
Who knows but what Rankin County will soon join with Hinds, and 
perhaps other nearby counties and have one big library program. Then 
the bookmobile won’t have to turn back when it gets to the Rankin 
County line. 


Library Commission Increases its Staff 


Mrs. Laura Gibbons Currier has been added to the staff of the Library 
Commission as Field Represetative. Mrs. Currier’s services will be avail- 
able to libraries throughout the state for help in planning their public 
relations programs and to library boards for assistance in working out 
plans for expansion of existing library facilities. 


This new work in Mississippi represents for Mrs. Currier a “home- 
coming” since she comes to the staff of the Library Commission by way 


of Mississippi Southern, where she graduated, and by way of the teaching 
field in several areas of the state. Her library training was received at 
Texas State College for Women. She has worked in public libraries in 
Texas and Washington State. Most recently she served as Public Relations 
Librarian on the staff of the Snohomish County Library, Everett, Wash- 
ington, and as librarian of the Mount Vernon, Washington, Public Library. 


Librarians Go Traveling 


Gertrude Rowzee, Hinds Junior College Librarian, plans a European 
trip this summer. The itinerary includes most of the European Capitals 
and some of the out of the way places. 


Florence Eisele, Carpenter School Librarian, Natchez, will tour England 
and Scotland this summer. 


These tours sound entrancing. 
Library Station Opened 


The Greenwood-Leflore Public Library is opening its second county 
book station in Schlater. This is part of the expanding program of county 
wide library service that is developing under the direction of the librarian, 
Dorothy Hayes. 








